
 

 

        

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! We are delving into the Letter to the Galatians, a little at a time. We have seen that 

these Christians find themselves in conflict on how to live the faith. The Apostle Paul begins writing his Letter by reminding 

them of their past relationship, his unease at being far from them, and the unchanging love he retains for each one of them. 

However, he does not fail to point out his concern that the Galatians should follow the correct path: it is the concern of a 

father, who has generated the communities in the faith. His intention is very clear: it is necessary to reaffirm the novelty of the 

Gospel, which the Galatians received through his preaching, to build the true identity on which to base their existence. And this 

is the principle: to reaffirm the newness of the Gospel, which the Galatians had received from the Apostle.                                        

We immediately discover that Paul has a profound knowledge of the mystery of Christ. From the beginning of his Letter he does 

not follow the shallow arguments used by his detractors. The Apostle “flies high” and shows us, too, how to behave when 

conflicts arise within the community. Only towards the end of the Letter, in fact, is it made explicit that at the heart of the 

diatribe is the question of circumcision, hence of the main Jewish tradition. Paul chooses the path of going deeper, because 

what is at stake is the truth of the Gospel and the freedom of Christians, which is an integral part of it. He does not stop at the 

surface of problems, of conflicts, as we are often tempted to do in order to find an immediate solution that gives us false hope 

that everyone can agree with a compromise. Paul loves Jesus and knows that Jesus is not a man-God of compromises. This is 

not how the Gospel works, and the Apostle chooses to take the more challenging route. He writes: “Am I now seeking the 

favour of men, or of God’s?”. He does not try to make peace with everyone. And he continues: “Or am I trying to please men? If 

I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ”.                                                                                                                

Firstly, Paul feels it is his duty to remind the Galatians that he is a true apostle not by his own merit, but by God’s call. He 

recounts the story of his vocation and conversion, which coincided with the apparition of the Risen Christ during the journey to 

Damascus. It is interesting to observe what he affirms of his life prior to that event: “I persecuted the church of God violently 

and tried to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the 

traditions of my fathers”. Paul dared to affirm that in Judaism he surpassed all others, he was a truly zealous Pharisee, “as to 

righteousness under the law blameless”. Twice he emphasizes that he was a defender of the “traditions of the fathers” and a 

“staunch upholder of the law”. This is the story of Paul. On the one hand, he insists on underlining that he had fiercely 

persecuted the Church and that he had been a “blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence”. He spares no adjectives: he 

describes his own self in this way. On the other hand, he highlights God’s mercy towards him, which led him to experience a 

radical transformation, well known to all. He writes: “I was still not known by sight to the churches of Christ in Judea; they only 

heard it said, ‘He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith’”. He converted, he changed, he changed his heart. Paul 

thus highlights the truth of his vocation through the striking contrast that had been created in his life: from being a persecutor 

of Christians for not observing the traditions and the law, he was called to become an apostle to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. But we see that Paul is free: he is free to proclaim the Gospel and he is also free to confess his sins. “I was like that”: it is 

the truth that gives freedom to the heart, and it is the freedom of God.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Thinking back on his story, Paul is full of wonder and gratitude. It is as if he wanted to tell the Galatians that he could have been 

anything but an apostle. He had been brought up as a boy to be a blameless observer of Mosaic Law, and circumstances had led 

him to fight the disciples of Christ. However, something unexpected had happened: God, by His grace, had revealed to him His 

Son who had died and rose again, so that he could become a herald among the Gentiles.                                                                           

How inscrutable are the ways of the Lord! We experience this every day, but especially if we think back to the times when the 

Lord called us. We must never forget the time and the way in which God entered our lives: let us keep fixed in our hearts and 

minds that encounter with grace when God changed our existence. How often, in the face of the Lord’s great works, does the 

question spontaneously arise: but how is it possible that God uses a sinner, a frail and weak person, to do his will? And yet, 

none of this happens by chance, because everything has been prepared in God’s plan. He weaves our history, the story of each 

one of us: he weaves our history and, if we correspond with trust to his plan of salvation, we will become aware of it. The calling 

always implies a mission to which we are destined; that is why we are asked to prepare ourselves seriously, knowing that it is 

God himself who sends us, it is God himself who supports us with his grace. Brothers and sisters, let us allow ourselves to be led 

by this awareness: the primacy of grace transforms existence and makes it worthy of being placed at the service of the Gospel. 

The primacy of grace covers all sins, changes hearts, changes lives, and makes us see new paths. Let us not forget this…The 

Pope continues his series of catechesis on the Apostle’s Letter to the Galatians 



Prayer for Families: God, Our Father, loving and merciful, bring together and keep all families in perfect unity of love and mutual 

support. Instill in each member the spirit of understanding and affection for each other. Keep quarrels and bitterness far from 

them, and for their occasional failures instill forgiveness and peace. May the mutual love and affection of parents set a good 

example. Instill in children self-respect that they may respect others and grow in mature independence. May the mutual 

affection and respect of families be a sign of Christian life here and hereafter, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior...Amen 

The Sweetness of Serving God: What command, Lord, do you give your servants? "Take my yok e upon you" you say. And what 

is this yoke of yours like? "My yoke" you say "is easy and my burden light". Who would not be happy to bear a yoke that would 

not weigh heavy but rather refreshes? Lord, you rightly added: "And you will find rest for your souls". And that is this yok e of 

yours that does not weary, but gives rest? It is that first and commandment" of course: "You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart". What could be easier and sweeter, more pleasant, than to love good ness, beauty, love, the fullness of which 

you are, O Lord my God?                                                                                                                                                                                   

Isn’t it true that you promise to those who keep your commandments a reward more desirable than great wealth and sweeter 

than honey? You promise a most abundant reward, for as James the Apostle says: "The lord has prepared a crown of life for 

those who love him. What is this crown of life? Surely it is a greater good than we can imagine or desire, as St Paul says quoting 

Isaiah: Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it even entered the human mind what God has prepared for those who love 

him". Truly, Lord, the reward is great for those who keep your commandments. The first and greatest commandment actually 

benefits the one who obeys, not the God who commands. And the other commandment of God perfects the one who obeys 

them” ......... St Robert Bellarmine 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday             A man seldom knows what he can do until he tries to undo what he did.                                                                                    

Monday           The strength that comes from confidence can easily be lost by conceit.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Tuesday           You are not likely to find the flowers of happiness around the corner if you fail to see those now at your feet.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Wednesday     Courage is being the only one who knows your afraid.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Thursday         The Lord has called us from different nations, but we must be united with one heart and one soul.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Friday               A man may stand for the justice of God, but a woman stands for his Mercy.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Saturday          Prayer is the best weapon we have; it is the key to God's heart. 

The Joy of Finding God: O Lord, you have already announced in a loud voice deep inside me that you do exist and have always 

existed and that you will live forever always the same, never now this way and then that. You have announced in a loud voice 

deep inside me that you have made everything that is. The only things that are not yours are those things that simply are not, 

and (of course) the perversity of my will which sometimes chooses to run away from you and to latch on to something 

immeasurably lower. The perversity is all mine... It does no damage to you. This I see clearly now because of the sight you have 

given me Make my vision ever clearer as I continue to be touched by the wonders you reveal and live out my life quietly here 

under your shielding wings.... St Augustine 

Education:  Education is the knowledge of how to use the whole of oneself. People are often like knives with many blades; to k 

now to open one and only one; all the rest are buried in the handle, and they are no better than they would have been if they 

had been made with one blade. Many people use but one or two faculties out of the score with they are endowed. One is, 

educated when one knows how to make a tool of every faculty - how to open it, how to keep it sharp, and how to apply it to its 

full practical purposes .........Henry Ward Beecher 

 Oh! How great is the priest. The priest will only be understood in heaven. Were he understood on earth, people would die, not of 

fear, but of love.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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